How to teach news values
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Students and practising junior journalists find it difficult to quickly "tell the story" in the 30-35-word introduction, or to pick up the newsworthy point from a speech or an event. Senior journalists also find it tough, at times, to "pick up" an issue and make it a central or focal point of a news story.

A quick trick that assists the student or the journalist is to ask them to tell you (the trainer or the news editor) the newsworthy point of an assignment first; and then let them write it down.


Activity:
a) Send the students out to witness an event or attend a speech.
b) When they come back, divide the class into three groups of four or five.
c) Group I should be judges; Group II should (individually) write their intros; 

   Group III should tell their introductions orally (after Group II have submitted their written introductions to the judges).
d) A plenary discussion (evaluation) led by the judges' group and orchestrated by you, the trainer, should follow. 

Usually,  the following transpires:
i) Those who tell  their intros easily pick up the news-line  in simple, understandable, everyday language.
ii) Most written intros struggle to come out with the news-line, mainly because the writers' minds are encumbered with many other factors that disturb the
composing process.
.

LESSON
a) The trainer/news editor should advise the students or journalists to silently tell their story to themselves as they move from the news source/event to
the newsroom. Sometimes they should briefly jot down the news-line.
b) The idea is that the human, journalistic mind -- unimpeded by linguistic, policy, time or other newsroom constraints -- quickly and easily evaluates a
news situation and picks up "that which is new".

THE NEXT STEP
a) Go into a thorough discussion on news values (currency, proximity, human interest, etc). The students or reporters will easily understand the presentation, because they will relate the values to their earlier brief class activity, in which they were actors.
b) Ask the students to evaluate other people's printed introductions and make a critical analysis for discussion during the next class.

