Remarks by Guy Berger at televised SABC Africa ceremony for Highway Africa Awards for Innovative Use of New Media; Highway Africa conference. Grahamstown, September 16, 2004.

-----------

“Media making the Information Society” is the slogan of the Highway Africa conference, held by Rhodes University’s journalism school and the SABC. 
The journalists attending will strategise how to do this in three ways:  advocacy, effective use of ICTs, and by reporting the story of how these technologies like internet and cellphones are impacting on Africa.  
So, taking inspiration from the UN’s World Summit on the Information Society, we want to make the African Information Society:

(1) through advocacy as stakeholders in the Information Age, a time when info and knowledge is as critical as stones used to be people in the Stone Age. 
(2) by effective use of ICTs – that is, using computerized ways to produce and distribute more media, and better quality, media. Effective use of ICTs to  deepen our role as the central fountain of public information,  

(3) through quality coverage of information and ICT stories. 

So, the Highway Africa network of more than 300 journalists will advocate for media freedom at home and globally

We will use ICTs like computers, email, the internet, cellphones, effectively. 

We will improve the quality and quantity coverage of how Africans are using ICTs in health, education, business, social life, agriculture, culture, governance.

In the small town of Grahamstown, we have a wonderful story. A 17 year old schoolboy, Sivuziwe Mzamo, has invented something that can help bring cellular telephony to the rural areas of Africa – and to those urban areas with bad or on-off power supply.

His brainwave has been to make a charger for a cellphone battery which does not depend on people having to have a working electrical plug socket to recharge their phones.

Instead, thanks to Sivu, a humble bicycle can now be used to generate the power. As you pedal, and the wheels turn, so this turns a dynamo that sends the current along a wire to a phone. 
Sivu has also not only the charger, but also a box that clips onto the bike and neatly holds your phone as you ride, and as you charge the device. You’ve heard of pay as you go. This is: pedal as you go – and you can charge your phone along the way simply by making the wheels turn.
What this means is that a lack of electricity is no longer an obstacle to cellphone ownership for millions of Africans. 

It’s thanks to the idea of Sivu, a young man with a bright future. This Grahamstown teenager is going to be exhibiting his invention at Highway Africa this week, and our journalists will no doubt tell his story dozens of time to audiences in the more than 25 countries of the continent from whence they come. As one journalist here has already written, lose cellulite while you add power to your phone. 
It is inspiring stories like Sivu’s that we want to see and hear more about. Watch this space on SABC Africa. 
And the awards tonight are about inspiring stories about how journalists are doing things as exciting as those of Sivu Mzamo.  

The awards are to recognize those journalists who, like Sivu, have found ways to use technologies to make a difference – to produce new information, better information, more information, and more widely-disseminated information. Our judges have worked hard and we thank them. 
We acclaim all entrants and we celebrate the winners tonight, because just as Sivu is a role model for other teenagers, they are our heroes for the media – and I am sure of the public as well.

In this way with this ceremony, Highway Africa is making the Information Society in Africa. 

We are sure you will applaud the winners with us.
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