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1. Windhoek Declaration (1991): 

Summary: Newspaper-centric. It calls for press freedom, independence and pluralism.

Impact: This grand-daddy declaration led to Unesco introducing International Press Freedom day. SADC governments have agreed to be guided by the declaration. It was also adopted unanimously in 1991 by the UN general assembly (proposed there by Namibia). 

Limitations: The Windhoek Declaration ignores broadcasting and new media, audiences, economics.

Location: http://www.unesco.org/webworld/com_media/communication_democracy/windhoek.htm
2. Windhoek +10: African Charter on Broadcasting (2001):

Summary: ACB touches on telcoms, but mainly radio-TV focused. It calls for public, commercial and community broadcasting, and independent licensing authorities.

Impact: Misa chapters use it as a campaign guide – useful in recent Zambia broadcast law reform.

Limitations: It is weak on commercial broadcasting, audience rights.

Location: http://www.misanet.org//broadcasting/charter/index.html

3. SADC protocol on Culture, Information and Sport (2001):

Summary:  SADC member states commit to harmonised policies. They agree to create environment that is conducive to pluralistic media and media codes of ethics, and they agree to adopt measures to ensure freedom and independence of media. 

Impact: Undetermined at present. Relatively unknown. 

Limitations: Protocol includes aim to create a uniform SADC-wide accreditation system for foreign media practioners. 
Location: http://www.sadc.int/english/legal/protocols/p_culture_information_and_sport.html
4. African Commission on Human and People’s Rights: Declaration of Principles of Freedom of Expression in Africa (2002):

Summary: Wide-ranging, stresses rights of freedom of expression and access to information. Covers diversity, pluralism, print, new media, broadcast, regulatory bodies, complaints and defamation. 

“Legitimate” restrictions on free expression are admitted. Based on the UN-agreed International Convention on Civil and Political Rights, "legitimate" means that any such restrictions must be (a)  in law; (b) be necessary for a pressing social need; (c)  limited to the following purposes - for respect of rights and reputations of others, for national security, public order, health or morals. 

Impact: This is now an official AU policy document. It may become a point of reference for the envisaged African Court of Human Rights.

Limitations: Revelation of confidential sources of information is admitted, and the Declaration is soft on need for independence of media complaints bodies. 

Location:

http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/achpr/expressionfreedomdec.html

5. Nepad Declaration on Democracy, Political, Economic and Corporate Governance (adopted by African Union, 2002):

Summary: This argues that development requires democracy which in turn requires human rights to be respected. 

Impact: This is potentially high. The Peer Review mechanism aims to assess good political governance, and the eminent statespersons doing the review are required to consult the media amongst other sectors. 

Limitations: Right to freedom of expression is qualified. "To promote and protect human rights, we have agreed to … ensure responsible free expression, inclusive of the freedom of the press." The word "responsible" is open to abuse. (Whereas the African Commission allows for "legitimate" conditions under which unqualified freedom of expression may be enfringed, Nepad inserts a condition right at the heart of the right). 

Location: http://europa.eu.int/comm/development/eu_afr_bg/NEPAD_Declaration_07072000.pdf
http://www.avmedia.at/cgi-script/csNews/news_upload/NEPAD_2dCORE_2dDOCUMENTS_2edb.DeclarationPolGovNEPAD250902.doc

6. SADC declaration on Information and Communications Technology (2001):

Summary: Seeks favourable environment for ICT growth in region. 

Impact: This will feed into national policies and laws. 
Limitations: It ignores freedom of expression and privacy issues, treating ICT as if it were a purely technical matter. 
Location: http://www.sadc.int/english/legal/declarations/declaration_on_information_and_communications.html
7. Highway Africa Charter on the Digital Divide (2002):

Summary: New media growth requires that governments promote freedom of expression, diversity and affordable access. 

Impact: This may feed into World Summit on Information Society, Geneva, 2003. 

Limitations: It is issue specific. 

Location: http://www.highwayafrica.org.za/charter.html
8. Bamako Declaration (2002):

Summary: This is oriented to World Summit on Information Society. It stresses freedom of expression and access to public information.

Impact: It will feed into the various Prepcoms for WSIS.

Limitations: There is not much on media beyond calls for African news exchange, African TV, and investment in African content and independent production. 

Location: http://www.geneva2003.org/bamako2002/index-02.html
