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Information Society Discourse

O (S Discourse often based on growth of nternet

O Enormous explosion of Internet use tn 1990s

O New medium with emormous po’cew’cia ls

Decentralized: No (or Little) central control
’Participatorg: Bvery Rectever Ls also a Sender

Non-commercial: at least at early stages carried by
scientific community




As with every new wmedia discourse of emancipation

Internet walhalla of free information
high hopes for educational and social use

ln Burope e.9. hope that internet Leads to social
coheston
O cClosing the digital divide Ls closing kinowledge divide




O Access to internet in developing countries

O Llowers the barriers for access to information

0 oowtribwciwg to enhawnced PCY‘forma nee Ln all sectors
O contributing to tndividual empowerment

O wnew opportunities for development (catching up)

O supported by many examples of promising applications
O e.g. farmers know prices at the market
o e.g. doctors in Londlown help doctors tn Lusaka

O very powerful lmages because some truth in them

O question whether can be tmplemented on Large scale




The four fallacies

O quided discussion on four fallacies of the IS

O assumptions underlying much of the discourse of
nternet and developmental Lmpact

O which can be gquestioned from the point of view of
developmental countries

M tnwformation is available

M tnwformation is for free

M nwformation is kinowledge
M Kwowledge s soctal change




Discussion

0O ow each point group discussion
O Start with an open discussion

O Would like you to reflect on basis of what you have
seen L the course and you have been reading




Information is available

0 Assump’ciow: The lnternet Ls a sea of iwformatiow
where tndividual and tnstitutions have acecess to

information for empowerment and development.

O What tnformation ts available, what information
not?

O Wnformation predominantly from the West

O e.9. production of sclentific material about DC
O Internet changes the possibilities of access

O nternet does not change the fact that production largely
western

O commodification of research in the West




O what factors inhibit access?

O Language: maiwl,gj EWQLLSM

O oOverload: selectlon more meorta nt

(costs time and money)




Information is free

0O Assumption: The nternet and the emormous amount
of information available will drive the cost of
information dowwn.

O Paradox:

O Cowmwodification of content formally in public
service? (Education, BBC)

O Large quantaties of information itndeed free

Ruestion is what tnformation Ls for free and what
tnformation Ls not for free




0O Sclentific production (think of its role tn RED)
O Kwnightrider:

O database on medical and technieal research

O up to &.000 rand for half an hour (only if You have
subscription)




Information is Knowledge

O Asswmption: Access to the information on the
Lnternet leads to kinowledge generation.

O What is the difference between information and
knowledge.




Knowledge is social change

O Assumption: Knowledge is suffictent for social
change.

Arrogant position

A Lot of people kinow what their situation is and know
what the solution is

Other more structural barriers can hawmper them from
acting

O resources needeol to put kinowledge into practice




