Critical Thinking - a training technique

by Eva Solomon Msangi, Media Trainer, Tanzania School of Journalism

This technique helps journalists and students of journalism to see a multitude of interrelated and relevant aspects to particular issues or products, so that they are better placed to identify relevant sources to write a more complete article (e.g. feature story) on a particular subject that is forceful and persuasive. Ultimately, it can help student journalists to be able to critically analyse issues, including those that seem ordinary and conventional.

Materials:

a.) A fruit

b.) A glass of water

c.) A coin or note

d.) A picture of an AIDS patient

e.) A gun (or resemblance of) or sword

Method:

a.) Divide students into groups of between three and five

b.) Give each group one of the items above

c.) Each group should brainstorm on everything they might associate with the item they have, particularly on the relevance of the item in the country at the time of this discussion

Results:

The group that chose a fruit, for example, an orange, might brainstorm on a string of associations, and observe the following:

i.) The quality of the orange

ii.) Whether people choose oranges as part of a balanced diet

iii.) Availability and prices of oranges

iv.) How farmers might benefit from the sale of oranges

v.) The possibility of establishing a juice-processing factory in places where oranges are produced in abundance

vi.) The taxes that might be generated out of an orange-producing business

vii.) How to improve production

viii.) Transportation of oranges from farms to market places

ix.) Storage facilities

x.) Marketing strategies

This process can be done with other items, depending on the subject under study.

