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Course description 
This course covers the contexts of journalism in Africa, with attention to law, policy, economics, technology and professional issues. It assesses the challenges posed by democracy and development, and it delves into Pan-African media and Africa’s representation to the rest of the world. Participants will also join a research project into the media network that has been set up by Highway Africa, the globe’s biggest annual gathering of African journalists. At the end of the course you will have an overview of African journalism, as well as a contribution to new knowledge about this dynamic subject. 

Course aims

This course aims to give you an overview of issues facing journalism in Africa, with particular reference to the significance of new ICTs and social networks. You will also learn about theories of social capital, and apply them to a research project which will result in a visual map of connections amongst African journalists.
Course outcomes

At the end of this course, the key outcomes are that you should be able to:

· articulate a theoretically-informed understanding of journalism in Africa;  
· demonstrate an informed understanding of the key issues facing African journalism;
· understand the potentials as regards networking African journalists via ICTs.
Approach to learning:
Seminars
This course will operate through seminars, with most presentations by class participants and discussion led by the course lecturer. The seminars will take place once a week on Monday mornings, 10.00 to 13.00 over term 3.  Venue is room 103, Africa Media Matrix: 
Readings and Resources

Readings will be supplied, many of them freely available online or via Ebsco on the RU Library database. Regular sources to be consulted include: http://www.bizcommunity.com/410/11.html; themedia.co.za; http://www.misa.org/; http://allafrica.com/media/; http://academic.sun.ac.za/gmja; http://www.theafricaneditorsforum.org; 
http://www.osisa.org/node/7460; http://www.osisa.org/taxonomy/term/8
http://www.comminit.com/en/sections/terms/36/2417
DP requirements

· Attendance at all seminars unless excused in advance;

· Submission at the start of each class of “visa” reports – summaries of required reading for the course. 

· Submission and circulation of a draft essay and powerpoint presentation of this to a class seminar;

· Final submission of the essay, written in proper academic style;

· Quality of work in acting as a discussant of one of the papers presented;

· Research report on ICT and network potential in Africa.

· Passing of 70% of tests.
Expectations

What we expect of you is serious, focussed participation in this course. You are expected to participate – from an informed position - in class discussions. This means you should:

· have completed the required reading for each session.

· bring evidence of your notes of the readings.

· take notes during the sessions. 
What you can expect of the course lecturer is learning support and critical feedback. 
Assessment 
The total course counts 20% of your overall Honours mark. Half of this will be from an exam, and the remaining 10% based on: 

· Your essay will count five percent.
· Your research report will count five percent.

Assessment criteria 

How you are marked will be an invaluable guide to you about how you can expect to score in the exams. The marking will consider 
(a) considerations of format, style and structure; NOTE: I deduct FIVE PERCENT for EACH spelling error which you should have picked up with a spellchecker.
(b) evidence of reading; 
(c) evidence of your ability to summarise, abstract, synthesise and argue; 
(d) original insight into the topic. 
Check the learning outcomes listed above: you will be assessed in terms of how you can demonstrate that you are achieving these. 
Course evaluation

There will be a mid-module evaluation as well as one at the end. These will both be anonymous, so your uninhibited feedback is requested. 

General information

· Equipment: you will need to go to the Store to book out a cordless keyboard and mouse, and data projector remote control, in advance of your presentations. 

· You are expected to email a text-essay version of your first draft to the class as a whole, a minimum of three days before actual delivery.
· You must revise this essay after presentation in the light of class discussion, before resubmitting it for marks. 

· Deadline for hard copies of the final essay, and for your Research Report: Monday Friday 17 October, 12 midday. Late essays will not be marked and will receive zero points. (Note: as per above a first version of one of your essays will be presented to the class according to an agreed schedule).
· The course is subject to external examination. 
Course details
	Week
	Date
	
	Topic
	Presenter

	1
	25 
	August 
	1. Introductory overview
Challenges for African journalists – Fackson Banda

Conflict and journalism – Peter du Toit

Networking via Highway Africa – Chris Kabwato

Sustainability issues – Francis Mdlongwa
	Misc

	2
	1
	Sept
	2. Networks and technologies: research project design
	GB

	
	7-10
	Sept
	Research project during Highway Africa conference
	

	3
	15
	Sept
	3. Media freedom and democracy: concepts, laws, languages, finances
	

	4
	22
	Sept
	4. State and community broadcasters
	

	5
	29
	Sep
	5. Ethics in African journalism
	

	6
	6
	Oct
	6. Pan African media,
	

	7
	13 
	Oct
	7. Representations of “Africa” 
	

	8
	20  
	Oct
	8. Summing up
	


All students are expected to read all the resources listed below. Access to each class will depend on you producing a written summary of your reading. For your essay and research, you will be required to show evidence of additional reading. 
1. Introductory overview
Rhodes Journalism Review. African Journalism in the Information Society. No 25. Grahamstown: Rhodes University.

African Media Development Initiative. http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/trust/specials/1552_trust_amdi/index.shtml
Banda, F. 2007. Report of the Findings of the Strengthening

African Media (STREAM) Consultative Process. www.uneca.org
Berger, G. 2007. Characteristics of African media markets. Paper for workshop convened by Forum Media and Development, 15-16. September, 2006. Academy Eichholz Castle, Germany: “Money matters. How Independent Media Manage to Survive”.


Economic Commission for Africa. (UNECA). 2007. African Framework for the Development of a Sustainable and Pluralistic Media. 

2007. Fifty Years of Journalism. African media since Ghana’s independence. (co-editor with Elizabeth Barratt). Grahamstown: Highway Africa, The African Editors Forum and the Media Foundation West Africa. 

http://www.theafricaneditorsforum.org//index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=49&func=select&id=12
Rønning, H. 2004. Responsible Media in a Situation of Social Unrest and the Struggle for Democracy. The African Experience. Presentation at The Annual Conference of The Finnish Media Research Association Conference. 30 – 31. January, 2004.
Mdlongwa, F. (ed). 2008. Revenue generation for Robust African Media. Konrad Adenauer Stiftung and Sol Plaatje Institute for Media Leadership. 
Beckett C and Kyrke-Smith L. 2007. ‘Development, Governance and the Media: the role of the media in building African society’ www.lse.ac.uk/POLIS

2. Networks and new media technology
2007. Modernization and Africa's Emerging Engagement with the Information Society, in Everett, A and Wallace, A.J. 2007.AfroGEEKS.  Beyond the Digital Divide. Pp235-254. Center for Black Studies Research, University of California, Santa Barbara: Santa Barbara.
2002: Hanging in and holding out: struggles of SADC news websites. 
NRF research report. Grahamstown: Rhodes University New Media Lab. Online at: http://journ.ru.ac.za/staff/guy/Research/New%20Media/sadcsites.htm
Berger, G. 2006. From the margins to mainstream: African ICT reporting comes of age. Grahamstown, Rhodes University: Highway Africa. http://highwayafrica.ru.ac.za/publications/files/Margins_to_%20Mainstream_Web.pdf

2006. What the Newsroom Knows: Managing knowledge within African newspapers. Grahamstown: Highway Africa.  (PDF copy at http://www.highwayafrica.ru.ac.za/publications.cfm
2005. (ed) Absent Voices, Missed Opportunities. Media silence on ICT policy issues in six African countries. Grahamstown: Highway Africa

Media focus on Africa foundation: 2006. The annual Kenyan leadership month in the media. 
3. Media freedom and democracy 
1998. Media and democracy in Southern Africa. Review of African Political Economy, no. 78, 599-610.

2002. Theorizing the media-democracy relationship in Southern Africa. Gazette 64 (1) 21-46

Berger, G. 2007. Media Legislation in Africa – a comparative legal survey, and online at: http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=25478&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
Kasoma, F. 1999. The neo-multiparty theory of the press, donor and other influences on the media in Africa (Professorial Inaugural Lectures No 5). University of Zambia. 
Declaration of Table Mountain http://www.theafricaneditorsforum.org//index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=49&func=startdown&id=48
Berger, G. 2003: Article: The All-Africa Editors Conference opens in Johannesburg this weekend. Sowetan, 7 April 2003 http://journ.ru.ac.za/staff/guy/fulltext/All%20Africa%20Editors-guy.doc

Schellschmidt, P. 2005. The African Media Barometer: a new instrument in media development co-operation, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung.
http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/namibia/03267.pdf
4. State and community broadcasting
Panos Southern Africa. 2006. Mixed Signals. The state of broadcasting in Southern Africa. Panos, Lusaka

Kasoma, F.P. 2002. Community Radio: its management and organisation in Zambia. Lusaka: Zambia Independent Media Association. 

Article 19. 2003. Broadcasting policy and practice in Africa. London: Article 19.
Broadcasting Genocide: Censorship, propaganda & state-sponsored violence in Rwanda 1990- 1994

Berger, G. 2006. Research priorities for AfriMAP research into Public Service Broadcasting in Africa, with regard to digitisation.
HTTP://WWW.MEDIAFRICA.NET
5. Ethical issues in African journalism:
Kasoma, K. 1999. The neo-multiparty theory of the press, donor and other influences on the media in Africa (Professorial Inaugural Lectures No 5). University of Zambia. 
Francis Nyamnjoh. Africa’s Media: Democracy and the Politics of Belonging. (London & New York, Zed Books; Pretoria, Unisa Press
Ronning, H. 2004. Responsible Media in a Situation of Social Unrest and the Struggle for Democracy. The African Experience. Presentation at The Annual Conference of The Finnish Media Research Association Conference. 30 – 31. January, 2004.

Tomaselli, KG. 2003. ‘Our Culture’ vs ‘Foreign Culture’: An Essay on Ontological and Professional Issues in African Journalism. International Communication Gazette 2003; 65; 427

Salawu, A. (ed). 2006. Indigenous Language Media in Africa. Lagos: Centre for Black and African Arts and Civilization 

Karikari, K. (ed). 1996. Ethics in Journalism. Accra: Institut Panos and Ghana Universities Press. 

Kasoma, F P. 1994, Journalism ethics in Africa. Nairobi: African Council for Communication Education.

Berger, G. and Matras, C. 2007. Criteria and Indicators for Quality Journalism Training Institutions & Identifying Potential Centres of Excellence in Journalism Training in Africa. www.unesco.org/webworld/en/african-journalism-schools-report.
Berger, G and Kyazze, S. 2008. Final Report Consultation Meeting African Journalism Schools. UNESCO. 
McCurdy GM & Power, G. 2007. Journalism education as a vehicle for media development in Africa: Overview of the 2006 AMDI project. Ecquid Novi: African Journalism Studies, 28 (1&2):127-148

6. Pan African media
Games, D. nd.The role of the media in the implementation of NEPAD and the African media's perception of progress in NEPAD. Unpublished paper.

Banda, F. Africa Insight: Seeing Africa through the eyes of its changing media. Daily Nation on the 10th of August 2006. 
Berger, G. 2007. Looking ahead: what next for African media? Fifty Years of Journalism. African media since Ghana’s independence. (co-editor with Elizabeth Barratt). Grahamstown: Highway Africa, The African Editors Forum and the Media Foundation West Africa.

Berger, G. 2005. A Pan-African niche. http://www.mg.co.za/article/2005-12-07-a-panafrican-niche
BBC NEWS. Have Your Say: Does Africa need its own al-Jazeera? 01/20/2006 12:04 PM
African Union. 2006a. Concept paper. “Towards the Establishment of a Pan-African Radio and Television Channel”. Conference of African Ministers of Information and Communication. 14 - 15 June, 2006. Addis Ababa.
African Union. 2006b. Meeting of the follow-up committee  on the establishment of the Pan African radio and television channel. February 15-17 2006, Cairo (Egypt). African Union – communication and information division. 

African Information Society Initiative (AISI). An Action Framework to Build Africa's Information and Communication Infrastructure Framework to Build Africa's Information and Communication Infrastructure. Addis Ababa: UNECA. http://www.uneca.org/aisi/  

Jacobs, S and McDonald, D.A. 2005. (Re)writing Xenophobia:Understanding

Press Coverage of Cross-Border Migration in Southern Africa. Journal of Contemporary African Studies, 23, 3, Sept. 

SEATINI BULLETIN. Media workshop: Strengthening Africa in World Trade. Southern and Eastern African Trade, Information and Negotiations  Institute. Volume 6, No. 04. 
NEPAD. Final Report. NEPAD Communications and Outreach Workshop.14-15 November 2002. Johannesburg. 
7. Representations of Africa 
“It is not good enough to say Western audiences aren’t interested in Africa. It is a chicken and an egg situation. If there was coverage, people would become more interested.” 

Glenys Kinnock, member of the European Parliament, 1998

Behr, E. 1981. Anyone here been raped and speaks English? London: Hamish Hamilton
Shafer, J. Kapuscinsci/journalism, http://www.slate.com/id/2158315/ 

Times Literary Supplement: http://www.richardwebster.net/johnryle.html
Knickmeyer, E. 2005. Darfur fits into a pattern of reporting neglect [Electronic version]. Nieman Reports Summer 2005:113-4

Yeadell, A. "Will 'blood' diamonds burst Botswana's bubble?", Radio Netherlands (transcript) 16/6/06:

Author unknown. "Why Western media hide the truth" The Observer (UK), 13/6/06.

Excerpts from: 2007. Fifty Years of Journalism. African media since Ghana’s independence. (Guy Berger and Elizabeth Barratt). Grahamstown: Highway Africa, The African Editors Forum and the Media Foundation West Africa. 

· Karikari, K. 2007. African media since Ghana’s independence
· Assefa, E. 2007. Moving the world: photographer Mohamed Amin
· Bird, W. 2007. Small shifts but significant change: Child-friendly photographers

Wall, M. 2007. Kenya on YouTube: Tourists, Missionaries, Aid Workers and Musicians. Unpublished paper. 

Onyango-Obbo, C. 2004.Seeking Balance in a Continent Portrayed By Its Extremes. Nieman Reports / Fall.
Ojo, T. nd. Post-NWICO debate: Image of Africa in the Western Media. Unpublished paper.
Allimadi, M. 2003. The Heart of Darkness: How White Writers Created The Racist Image of Africa. New York: Black Star Books Co.

Hagos, A. 2000. Hardened Images: The Western Media and the Marginalisation of Africa. Africa World Press.

Hawk, B.G. 1992. Africa’s media image. Westport, Conn., Praeger.

Nederveen Pieterse, J. 1992. White on black: images of Africa and blacks in western popular culture. New Haven, Conn., Yale University Press.
Nyamnjoh, F. 2007. From Bounded to Flexible Citizenship: Lessons from Africa. Citizenship Studies. Vol. 11, No. 1, 73–82, February. 
Wright, H K. 2002. Editorial: Notes on the (Im)Possibility of Articulating Continental African Identity. Critical Arts. Volume 16 - Number 2
6

