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REPUBLIC OF SENEGAL   
Basic media landscape
Senegal boasts one of the most dynamic and independent presses in Africa. Since 1976, the media has evolved from a state monopoly on both broadcast and print to a state of real media plurality. Today, there are more than 20 private radio stations and more than 15 publications.                                                                                                                             RADIO- There are 33 radio stations across the country:  11 are State owned comprising several channels with stations in the capital Dakar and other towns, 10 are groups of commercial stations on FM with transmitting stations in Dakar and other towns, 12 are community radio stations on FM, situated either in Dakar or small domestic towns. As at the beginning of 2006, 9 new radio stations had been authorised to broadcast. Some of the prominent stations are state run RTS which operates Chaine Nationale and Chaine Internationale networks, the capital’s 94.5 FM and Dakar FM, and four regional services; privately owned Sud FM and Radio Nostalgie.                                                                TELEVISION - There is 1 national State station broadcast on 1 channel, 1 channel has been rented to a private broadcaster by the public channel, 1 scrambled French channel and 1 foreign cable channel package. The most prominent is State run Radiodiffusion Television Senegalaise (RTS).                                                                                                          NEWSPAPERS - There are 15 dailies with a nationwide circulation; two State and 13 privately owned. There are 510 national weeklies all of them privately owned and three regional weekly/ fortnightly papers. There are five newspapers published in three of the six national languages (besides French). Some of the prominent titles are State owned daily Le Soleil, Sud Quotidien, L’Info a daily published by Groupe Com 7, Wal Fadjri L’Aurore and Le Matin both dailies.                                                                                                              There is one news agency the state-run Agence de Presse Senegalaise and 13 Internet Service Providers. Telecommunications rest under the monopoly of Sonatel, the national agency. Credibility of news is assessed by the owner of the media outlet with media owned by politicians in the current regime seen as the least credible.                
Foreign publications circulate freely and a multichannel pay-TV is readily available. BBC World Service and RFI are available on FM in Dakar.

Basic legal and regulatory environment for media 
The Senegalese constitution guarantees freedom of the press in Article 8 and the following sections but there still exist laws that obstruct this freedom such as article 255 of the Criminal Code which concerns propagation of “false news”. According to this article, the judge must remand any accused journalist. The media is further stifled by laws which prohibit reports that discredit the state or incite disorder. Nevertheless, the private media frequently criticise the government. 

Media reforms, such as decriminalization of press offences and free access to public information, have been promised by government but not realised. The two commonest press ‘offenses’ that the Criminal Code continues to criminalize are defamation and spreading false news. Reports have shown that to an extent, freedom of the press is not entirely obstructed by the law, but rather by its application, this can be seen in how rarely crimes against journalists are prosecuted. When they do get prosecuted the law is very lenient but harsh and repressive when dealing with journalists. Yearly reports show how journalists are taken to court and even jailed for doing their work. Many more continue to suffer harassment at the hands of the Criminal Investigations Department of the National Police in the name of preventing or investigating “offenses against national security.”                                                                               The private press operates in a very constrained political and social environment. The public media, particularly Radio-Television Senegal (RTS) and the government-run daily newspaper Le Soleil, lack editorial independence and obey the president’s direct orders.                                                                                                                 
Journalists – like Pape Sheikh Cheikh Fall – have been attacked with iron bars and other weapons by individuals or groups close to the governemnt. In June 2008, two reporters were beaten by police after a football match and fellow journalists protested by shunning a sports award ceremony in Dakar. In 2004, a journalist Madiambal Diagne was jailed for “undermining state security” and earlier in 2001, the headquatres of Walfadjri newspapers was burned. In 2007 the newspaper Walf Grand- Place was fined an exhorbitant amount of 10 million CFA (US$ 21 000) while two of its journalists were sentenced to six months prison with bail. This followed a criminal defamation case against the paper. These are just a few of the many situations journalists in Senegal find themselves in.

 Access to radio frequencies is generally free but there is a concern that the general application of the legislation that covers broadcasting licensing is inequitable and non-transparent. The Telecommunications and Postal Services Regulatory Agency (ARTP), which is supposed to grant the licenses, is dependent on the Ministry of Information. Recently, outlets owned by politicians with government connections (e.g. News Channel TV, Ocean FM and Ann nu FM) were speedily granted licenses while others not as politically connected have waited for years.                                                                                         Newspapers require no licensing and to publish, one only needs to declare this to any district administration.                                                                                                                          On the part of citizens, access to national media is limited by economic and not legal reasons. Many are either illiterate or too poor to access newspapers or the Internet. The Internet is only accessible to a small minority of educated people and connectivity is poor in rural areas.

Economics, training and supporting institutions, ethics issues
There is a presence of respectable supporting institutions; professional associations for journalists and those supporting the freedom of the press who are credited with creating a dynamic media sector. The three bodies that exist for this purpose are Syndicat des Professionnels de l’Information et del la Communication du Sénégal (SYNPICS), the Council for research into ethics and codes of practice and the collective of private press publishers. A body called Convention of Young Reporters also exists alongside SYNPICS.                      SYNPICS is the country’s largest journalist union and has been active in lobbying and advocacy. It frequently works to secure the release of journalists who are unjustly detained and also trains regional correspondents who do not normally have access to training sources.  

A large number of journalists lack real training and according to the book Miseries of the Press (2001) by a former editor El Hadji Kassé, up to 95 per cent of journalists are trained   “on the job.”  In 2006 an African Media Development Initiative (AMDI) report listed Senegal as one of the countries where question marks over the quality of journalism training still exist.                                                                                                                                            Access to the profession is often determined more by necessity than calling and the ethical values of journalism are ignored or deliberately sidestepped. The criteria for obtaining a press card (the professional media credential) are a degree from a school of journalism and drawing at least 50 per cent of one’s income from the profession but not having one does not prevent anyone from covering nearly any event as a journalist.   
There are NGOs actively working with journalists to support the freedom of speech and media independence namely The Panos Institute for West Africa, Amnesty International, the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, and the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung. These NGOs also organise training seminars for journalists. The state-owned Center for the Study of Science and Information Technology (CESTI) and ISSIC operated by the press group Sud Communications Group offer acceptable journalism degrees given the scarcity of their resources. The programmes from both institutions provide theoretical and practical training and are well regarded in the country. The main concern in terms of training is that, in the context of an increasing demand for journalism training, some institutions offer their help without actually having the competence to give it. There is a non-academic in-service training opportunity within the state aid for the press programme run under CESTI and HIICS.        

Entry into the market for media companies is free and subject to the same legal framework as any other business. There is a general speculation that knowing their precarious financial system, government keeps the burdensome tax regime in place in order to undermine private media.                                                                                                                                        Media companies are unprofitable, and press owners and publishers are incapable of uniting to protect their own interests. 
While news reports are credited as relatively reliable, the profession faces a huge ethical vacuum as there is no established code of conduct to observe. A globally accepted self-regulatory body has proved difficult to establish and although there is a fairly recent journalism charter (established in 2006), journalists are very unfamiliar with it. This vacuum has made it difficult to set limits in terms of what gifts or favours journalists can receive and from whom. This is worsened by the fact that, to avoid paying regular wages to their employees, some editors do not stop their journalists from receiving third-party money for the preparation of reports. The existing self-regulatory body set up by SYNPICS is largely dormant as it lacks legitimacy. 
Journalists have shown a great ability to unite in defending freedom of the press and have in cases tried to exact justice where the state has refused/failed to act. One example is the continuing nationwide media blackout on government lawyer Moustapha Cisse and his political activities after he stormed a local radio station, wielding a pistol, in the middle of a live interactive broadcast in response to listener comments against him.

Public media gets preference over private media in regard to grants and access to information. This inequitable treatment, however, has been hailed by some people as a good opportunity for the private media to maintain editorial independence and not become politicized as their counterparts in public media.                                                                                                                     Self- censorship is a common practice among journalists especially with regard to business and religious issues. This is because media outlets owe huge debts to various businesses (e.g. in unpaid telephone bills) and they are afraid of being lynched by religious communities. For political issues, there is no self censorship except when covering matters involving national security or state secrets.   
Recommendations to enhance the role of journalism 

Press offences must be repealed as a matter of urgency and the general legal environment made more media friendly. Journalists should be protected from being easy targets of physical attacks, threats and other forms of intimidation. Currently there is too much violence against journalists. The public should be educated on the role of the media so that they do not see them as enemies but as people trying to serve them (public). 
The Journalists’ work in Senegal is generally hampered by political and social forces (i.e. ruling regime, religious brotherhoods etc) who strongly oppose freedom of the press. There needs to be protection against these forces so that journalists can operate in a freer environment that enables investigative journalism. There are too many journalists being dragged to court and even jailed just for doing their work. A law on freedom of information should be adopted. If journalists freely accessed public information and documents, they would be in a position to produce factual reports unlike the current situation where they often resort to guesswork. This leads to both poor quality reporting and defamation suits when they are wrong, in the event that they are right they still cannot defend themselves as they cannot legally use public documents as evidence.  

Respect of ethical standards needs to be reinforced and the public interest prioritized in the delivery of news. Journalists should be educated on the existing charter so that it may serve as a form of group consciousness. Failing this, the media will continue ignoring ethical issues and potentially bringing the profession into disrepute.          

The media need financial strengthening to enhance editorial independence and salaries should be revised so that journalists are less vulnerable to corruption and an unfavourable financial situation. Currently most journalists get very low salaries and others none at all, a situation that has been cited as a big source of corruption.  A preferential tax regime for the press would enhance their financial sustainability as most of them are hardly coping under the current one.                                                                                                                                       Radio has the most potential to reach even those people who cannot access internet and/or newspapers due to illiteracy or cost. Some stations broadcast in indigenous languages and should be used to their fullest potential so that more people are served. Of Senegal’s total population of 11 000 000 only 40.2 per cent are literate.
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