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Summary Report on Highway Africa 2005:

Reinforcing Journalism the Information Society

Dates: 11-14 September 2005
1. Overview:

As a permanent fixture on the African calendar, the Highway Africa conference marked its ninth anniversary in 2005. This year’s event also represented the sixth year of SABC’s collaboration with Rhodes University as co-hosts of this prestigious and influential occasion. It was also the Department of Communications’ sixth year of association with Highway Africa.

What has been re-confirmed is that Highway Africa is the undisputed premier annual gathering of the continent’s journalists. This status is underlined by the unmatched numbers of participants who come together for the event, and also by the spread of countries, media and training institutions who, once again, were represented at the event in 2005. 

The key to this achievement is the combination each year of high-powered speakers and trainers, a vibrant social programme, and a definite purpose – i.e. producing a powerful declaration for use in training, education and lobbying. This year’s theme of “Reinforcing Journalism in the Information Society” proved to be a strong drawcard and point of focus for the conference, capitalising as it did on the global soul-searching in journalism and the media over the impact of technology on the practice of journalism and media institutions.  

Increasingly, and as evidenced by the 2005 conference, a range  of organisations and sponsors are finding the Highway Africa conference to be an invaluable time and place for them. Further, the conference continues to show itself to be an effective springboard for many other ongoing activities, and particularly now around the Information Society issues. 

 
To sum up, Highway Africa 2005 confirmed the arrival of a truly Pan-African continental media movement. The result is that there is growing expertise – and influence - amongst African journalists about the complex field of ICT policy, technology and content-related issues. A detailed breakdown of the conference character follows.

2. 2005 Highway Africa Family:

Conference convenors: SABC and Rhodes University Department of Journalism and Media Studies;

Partner institution: SA Government Department of Communication

Official Mobile Technology Partner: MTN

Official Satellite Broadcasting Partner: Multichoice

Sponsors: ABSA; NiZA; Open Society Institute of Southern Africa (OSISA); Telkom; Multichoice; Sentech; Johnnic; Eastern Cape Government; Swiss Agency for Development & Cooperation (SDC); Economic Commission for Africa (ECA); Open Society Institute for West Africa (OSIWA)
Media Partner: SAfm

3. Delegates: 

Number: 480
Total number of participants (incl. Rhodes people): 530
Origins: 38 African countries

External delegates: 8 non-African countries

4. Educational institutions attending: 7
Rhodes University

University of Fort Hare

Witwatersrand University

Walter Sisulu State University
University of Limpopo
Tshwane University of Science and Technology

Makerere University

University of South California

5. Programme:

Keynote speakers: 7. 

(Alain Modoux – WSIS; MEC for Agriculture EC Govt Gugile Nkwinti; Joe Mjwara on behalf of Dept of Communications DG Lyndall Shope-Mafole; Ms. Christine Qunta – SABC Deputy Chair; Dali Mpofu – SABC Group Chief Executive; Rich Beckman – USA; Prof. Francis Nyamnjoh – Codesria; Adam Clayton-Powell – USA) 

Plenary Sessions: 7
Plenary Speakers: 33
Seminars: 3
Seminar speakers: 14
Roundtable session: 1

Breakfast meetings: 3

Total number of presenters: 57
6. Parallel and linked events: 8
Council meeting of SA National Editors Forum

BTC Training programme: Practical Skills Course on Reporting ICTs 

African Editors Forum: third working meeting of this association

Southern African Editors Forum meeting

Book Launches: Media & Democracy in Africa by Francis Nyamnjoh; Zimbabwe Township Music by Joyce Makwenda; Absent Voices – How the Media Covers ICT Policy Matters edited Guy Berger
FES-MISA Media Barometer Workshop
OSIWA ICT Portal for West Africa Workshop
Women in Journalism Meeting

7. Funders: 17

Rhodes University

SABC
Department of Communications

MTN

Absa

SAfm

Telkom

Belgian Technical Co-operation (BTC)

NiZA - Netherlands Institute for Southern Africa

Eastern Cape Provincial Government

Sentech

Multichoice

Open Society Institute of Southern Africa 

Open Society Institute for West Africa

Konrad Adenauer Stiftung

Johnnic

Swiss Agency for Development & Cooperation

8. Media output:

Website: 90 articles

Conference newspaper "Open Source": 3 editions

Journalists in newsroom: 

9. Skills Training Workshops:

Number: 6
Trainers: 6
Topics: 


Multi-skilling journalists in today’s newsrooms

Journalism ethics

How content management systems can save African media time and money

Online research resources for African journalists
New media, new ethics

Blogging and moblogging as journalistic tools

10. Marketing and promotion:

2005 redesigned website (HANA part)
Brochures: 2

Exposure: SABC Africa; SABC 2; SABC 3; SAfm; Sowetan; Daily Dispatch, Grocotts’ Mail, JQ. Numerous Africa-wide publications especially in Ghana and Nigeria. 
Conference bags: each delegate

T-shirts: each delegate

Media jacket: each delegate

Evening entertainment: live broadcast & gala dinner, ABSA Africa Night Dinner and SAfm closing reception 

11. Highway Africa Awards for Innovative Use of New Media: Entries: 18
Judges 05: Tawana Kupe (Convenor), Dinesh Balliah, Matthew Buckland

Winner corporate category:  Balancing-Act (UK/Africa)
Winner NGO/non-profit category: Pambazuka (South Africa)

Winner individual category: Shina Badaru (Technology Times, Nigeria)

12. Evaluation: 

Letters of praise have been received from participants. We have also of compiled an extensive evaluation report.

13. Assessment and way forward:

Highway Africa 2005 drew lessons from delegate feedback of 2003 and 2004, and it built on the successful principle of aligning with relevant international events (the UN World Summit on the Information Society).

In orientating the conference in 2005 to the WSIS, Highway Africa had several aims:

· reflect on Africa’s place in the Global Information Society given the World Summit on the Information Society, NEPAD and other developments; 

· enable the African journalists to re-think and re-strategize on their role in the information society;  

· educate journalists about the unfolding global processes and technologies and their implications for practice; 

· alert journalists to new ICTs and the issues entailed;

· provide a platform for all stakeholders (journalists, private sector, government and civil society) to exhibit, meet, debate and network.

It can safely be said that all these objectives were achieved by the conference. At the same time, as we head towards our tenth anniversary much work still lies ahead to deepen and extend the outcomes. 
I. SAMPLE LETTER FROM DELEGATES:

From: Reyhana Masters [mailto:masala@zambezi.net] 
Sent: 09 October 2005 07:45 AM
To: C.Kabwato@ru.ac.za
Subject: Appreciation
Dear Chris
 

I sent this to you earlier but on writing the message, your old address automatically appeared and I sent it to the old address. So I am now resending this.
 

I had not ever been to an IT Highway Conference before and so it was a revelation to attend the recent conference. I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks and appreciation to you for allowing me to be part of this exciting and amazing annual event. Media is moving in such an exciting new direction and I just want to absorb as much as I can. Thanks so much for letting me attend. I really found it interesting and managed to get some of my curiosity satisfied and I managed to catch up with a number of colleagues and meet some interesting people.
I was also a lot more informed about blogging which I really wanted to know about. 
So thank you for your energy, enthusiasm and hard work. Your staff also deserve praise for their patience and hard work. It is not easy to cater to a large number of journalists with all their demands and complaints.
Take care.
Regards
Reyhana
Summary Report compiled by Chris Kabwato, C.Kabwato@ru.ac.za 

tel. 082 582 9534

PAGE  
6

