The service (attended by 560 people) was an outstanding tribute to an outstanding man. Moving, humbling and one of those moments that really puts our lives into perspective and leaves one trying to answer the realky tough questions/ Did I make a difference? Do I respect myself in a way I can really respect others? 
The speeches each gave insights into different aspects of Anthony's multifaceted character. Hugh Thomas (Lord Thomas of Swynnerton, historian, neighbour of the 30 years who had most of his discourse with Anthony over the garden wall. John Matshikiza who used to shout "Unca Tony" every time a passenger jet flew over Orlando West; Neal Ascherson captured Anthony's unique and highly effective style of journalism (a "merciless listener"); Katie Sampson captured the father who had no dividing lines between work and home and television interviews were often interrupted by someone calling the cat or rowdy teenagers next door; Paul Sampson who read from Anthony's book on his extraordinary grandfather who had a double life with the gypsies; and Tony O'Reilly who wove his Irish after-dinner jokes with insights into Sampson the compulsive enquirer into the roots of power, who exercises it and the way it is exercised. 
People there ranged from Shirley Williams, David Owen, Ralph Fiennes, Baroness Kennedy to Richard Dowden, Jon Snow, Michael Holman, Denis Herbstein, Richard Ingram, Joe Lelyveld etc. It was rounded off by an excellent reception at SA House for about 200. With a seed donation from Independent, we manage to set up the framework of a trust in Anthony's name which will be used to launch an annual mentoring/research/study award for one promising young South African journalist. 
Ivan Fallon was the key link and Jon Snow has accepted the role of chairing the trust. The order of service had a Shakespeare piece read by Janet Suzman. There were two wonderful photographs by Jurgen Schadeberg. 
– John Battersby, 18 March 2005

