Rhodes University served as a temporary base for Anthony Sampson for a short period during his research for the Mandela biography. During this time, he willingly subjected himself to massive exploitation by myself - delivering two public lectures and several seminars in exchange for accommodation for Sally and himself. That was his generous spirit. The only way I could compensate was to recommend an outstanding student, Xolisa Vapi, to travel to rural Transkei with him, to assist in translation work. Of course, it was an enormous boon to Vapi!

Anthony had a profound knack of combining deep analysis with empirical anecdote. It was evident in many instances, not least in his contributions to the Rhodes Journalism Review. One of these produced gems about how SA editors in the early 1960s had been impressed by Nelson Mandela, but failed to tell their readers about his qualities. Another piece was based on a lecture at Rhodes - "journalism as history". 

Responding to questions about the "golden" era of African journalism, he once told me that he ascribed the quality of talent that accumulated on magazine to the racial barriers which blocked black advancement in other professions and institutions. People who otherwise might have become doctors, tycoons, academics and so on, gravitated to journalism as the only avenue offering a little fulfilment of their potential. It was there that they had the good fortune of meeting this humorous, insightful and modest man - the kind of teacher whose subtlety means that every learner thinks their development is entirely their own achievement. Thank you, Anthony

- Guy Berger, 16 March, 2005

