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1. SUMMARY PROFILE: January 2009

Prof Berger’s commitment as a South African engaged in democratic media activities has shaped his experiences in academia, media and journalism education. His research and views are frequently sought out by journalists and government. He writes a fortnightly column for the website of South Africa’s leading independent newspaper, the Mail & Guardian. He was jailed as a political prisoner in South Africa (1980‑1983) for his anti-apartheid activism, and later forced into exile (1985‑1990). 
Berger has worked in newspapers, magazines and television, and as a trainer in mainstream and community media. His service as a trustee in many media-related organisations, and his decade of involvement in the South African National Editors Forum are evidence of widespread recognition of his profile. In 2006 he became the first academic to receive The Nat Nakasa Award for integrity in journalism – a prestigious national South African journalism industry honour. He is widely known and respected for his research, presentations, publications and journalism. He has written 40 books or chapters in books, plus 50 journal articles, and delivered almost 200 presentations at conferences and seminars. 
2. DEMOGRAPHIC DETAILS:

Born: 1956. 

Marital status: Married, two daughters 

3. AWARDS, HONOURS AND FELLOWSHIPS:

2008:

· Appointed by the South African parliament as a member of the board of the South African Media Development and Diversity Agency, a partnership between government and the media industry. 
· Chair of the board of Grocott’s Mail newspaper (Grahamstown, South Africa)
· Invited member of a Reference Team for the South African Review of Government-wide Communication System (GCIS)

· Keynote address to Media Freedom day celebration, Lusaka.

· Convenor Judge (7th year running): South Africa’s national Mondi Shanduka Newspaper Journalism Awards

· Judge: Caxton community newspaper awards (4th year running)
· Member of Editorial Boards of the international journals: Journalism, Journalism and Mass Communication Educator.

2007:

· Visiting Scholar at School of Journalism and Communication, University of Queensland, Australia
· Guest at Poynter Institute, USA. 
· Winner of third prize for best research paper submitted to World Journalism Education Congress, Singapore. 

· Keynote speaker at:

· World Press Freedom Committee and UNESCO conference on press freedom and the Internet, Paris. 
· 8th International Symposium on Online Journalism, University of Texas, Austin.
· 3rd Media and Society conference convened by SABC and South African National Editors Forum, Johannesburg.
· Advisor to the “Africa Media Initiative” coalition, and to the Open Society Institute’s Afrimap Survey of Public Broadcasting in Africa. 
2006:

· First academic to win Nat Nakasa Award for integrity and courage in journalism, from Print Media South Africa (PMSA), the South African National Editors’ Forum (SANEF) and the Nieman Foundation. 
· Judge in Telkom ICT Journalism Awards competition for fourth year running. 
2005:

· Judge in SABC News Excellence Awards
2004: 

· Bonnier guest professor at Institute for Journalism, Media and Mass Communication, University of Stockholm.

2003: 

· Made an Associate Member of the World Technology Network in recognition of work on the Highway Africa conference over seven years. 

· Judge in the US/SA Health Journalism Awards
2002:  

· Awarded the honour of a Fellow of Print Media South Africa for service to the newspaper industry. 

· Winner of the Fulbright Alumnus Award.  Funds were used for an exchange between staff and students at Rhodes University and the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, out of which the award-winning website www.alivingstage.org was produced.

2001:

· Scholarship to Poynter Institute, USA, to attend seminar on Leadership for Online Newsroom Managers.

· Scholarship to attend events linked to (what was then named) the Western Knight Center for Specialised Journalism Foundation events: Seminar “Making the Transition: New Media Skills”, April 3-6; and “After the fall. New Media publishing strategies 2001” – a conference convened by UC Berkeley Graduate School of Journalism and the USC Annenberg School for Communication. April 6-7, UC Berkeley.  
· Keynote speaker at conference of the National Community Radio Forum, and also at SABC New Media Day event. 

2000:

· Awarded a Fulbright African Research Fellowship, USA, and spent seven months at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. 

· Scholarship to attend Freedom Forum Journalism Educators Forum, San Francisco. 

1999:
· Convenor of committee dealing with National Qualifications Framework that represented Heads of Departments of communication and journalism departments at SA technikons and universities. 

· Convenor of SA National Editors Forum Education sub-committee (SANEF)

· SANEF nominee to the Media, Publishing, Printing and Packaging Sector Education and Training Authority.

· Member (2nd consecutive year), Independent Broadcast Authority Committee Monitoring and Complaints Committee.

1998: 

· Sponsored delegate to conference of Public Service Broadcasters, Biarritz, France. 

· Sponsored delegate to World Television Forum, New York. 

· Named as one of 50 people to know in New Media by the US-based Online Journalism Review.
1996: 

· Scholarship to Poynter Institute, USA, to attend seminar on Journalism Education.

· Keynote address to Media Institute of Southern Africa, annual congress, Mangochi, Malawi.

· Keynote address at launch of Grahamstown Community Radio.

1993:

· Scholarship to Poynter Institute, USA, to attend seminar on Alternative Media

1974-7: 

· Winner of Daily Dispatch bursary, Rhodes University Department of Journalism.
4. EDUCATION: 

Qualifications:

1983 ‑ 1989:

Doctor of Philosophy for thesis titled Social Structure and Rural Economic Development (Rhodes University). Published by Cambridge University Press, 1992.

1982: 

Bachelor of Arts Honours in Communication with distinction (University of South Africa).

1978:

Bachelor of Arts Honours in African political studies with distinction (Rhodes University).

1975 ‑ 1977:

Bachelor of Journalism degree at Rhodes University with distinction in African political studies. 

1973: 

Matriculation at Sandringham High School (Johannesburg) with distinction in English.

Dissertations:

1989: Ph.D thesis: Social structure and rural economic development, Rhodes University. 

1983: Aspects of Newspaper Discourse. Dissertation for Honours in Communication, UNISA. 

1980: The Political and Economic Significance of Trade Unions. Dissertation for Honours in Political Studies, Rhodes University. 

5. MEDIA EXPERIENCE

1994 - Present:

In June 1994, having come from the world of professional media, I was appointed Professor and Head of Department of Journalism and Media Studies at Rhodes University.  However, since entering academia my involvement in producing media has continued on various platforms: 

I am a frequent writer of articles, and most regularly on "Converse", a fortnightly Mail & Guardian column (http://www.mg.co.za/converse). I also maintain two blogs on media, politics and journalism education (http://nml.ru.ac.za/blog/guy-berger; www.thoughtleader.co.za/guyberger). In addition, I provide live news updates while attending  conferences  via the micro-blogging platform Twitter (http://www.twitter.com/guyberger). 
Further, I have been involved in various multi-media website productions, which are listed later in this document. Examples of much other journalistic output are also provided below. To them can be added the experiences at Rhodes of:

· Guest editing and/or publishing editions of Rhodes Journalism Review and JQ (a quarterly newsletter). 

· Editing Cue, a daily newspaper during the South African National Arts Festival in Grahamstown ( 1995 - 1998). 

· Chairing the board of the David Rabkin Project for Experiential Journalism Training, the Rhodes University-owned company that publishes the Grocott’s Mail newspaper. 

1994:

Business Manager of South newspaper.

1992 ‑ 1993:

Appointed as editor and chief executive officer of South, a weekly newspaper published in the Cape Town region.  As convenor of the Conference of Independent Editors in this period, when the apartheid system was in the process of being dismantled, I oversaw the "alternative press" joining the Newspaper Press Union, and the latter's subsequent affiliation to the world press body, Fiej/WAN.  In addition, I led the process which saw the alternative/independent newspapers and magazines link up with the established newspaper industry to launch the Independent Media Diversity Trust. 

1991:

Editor of New Era magazine, an "alternative" current affairs publication.  

1988 ‑ 1990:

Diplomatic correspondent on the Morning Star, London, and regular foreign correspondent for New Nation, Johannesburg. 

1986 ‑ 1987: 

I set up and ran Afravision – a television production/distribution company based in London, commissioning and supplying smuggled footage of South African resistance to apartheid to international broadcasters.  During this period I also became a regular contributor to the weekly Southscan bulletin which is an influential international briefing on Southern Africa. In 1987/8, I researched and wrote a booklet on political imprisonment in South Africa for the International Defence and Aid Fund.

1983 ‑ 1985:

I spent these two years as media consultant and training officer at Media and Resources Services, a community media centre in Johannesburg. In this capacity, I served as co‑ordinator of the Transvaal media committee of the internal anti-apartheid movement, the United Democratic Front (UDF), and was also a member of the UDF's national media committee.  In addition, I was a regular contributor to, and part‑time sub‑editor on, the student newspaper, Saspu National. 

1980-1983:
Jailed as a political prisoner for anti-apartheid activism during this period, I was unable to produce media, but I did use the time to earn an Honours degree in Communications (by correspondence study). 

1977 ‑ 1980: 
As a student during university vacations over this period, some eight months were spent sub‑editing and reporting on The Star newspaper in Johannesburg. In 1977, I also initiated and edited a black community newspaper Izwi laseRhini ‑ Grahamstown Voice. I also worked on the Rhodes University student newspapers Rhodeo and Oppidan. In addition, I published numerous feature articles in Work in Progress magazine.  

6. EXPERIENCE IN TEACHING AND MEDIA SKILLS TRAINING

6.1 Leadership 

Since becoming the head of the Rhodes School of Journalism and Media Studies, I have overseen a major expansion and overhaul of the School: 
· Staffing:

In 1994, there were seven fulltime academic staffers and this grew to 25 fifteen years later (growth in administrative and project staff followed a similar pattern). In this, I have played a leading role in securing sponsorship for the following posts: a Director of the School’s New Media Laboratory, a Director for the Highway Africa project, a Chair of Economic Journalism, a Chair of Media Transformation, a Cyberpublisher instructor, a Chair of Cyberbroadcasting, a Chair of Media and Democracy (since recognised as a UNESCO chair), a Chair of Media and Information Society and a Chair of Media and Mobile Communications. I have also helped secure other sponsored positions for the School’s Highway Africa conference, three positions in the Sol Plaatje Media Leadership Institute, and one alumni officer. I was further responsible for activities that generated revenues to employ a schools’ outreach officer and a School marketing officer.  
I was responsible for setting up the Sol Plaatje Media Leadership Institute in 2002.  During 2003, I led the process of the University purchasing the local newspaper, Grocott's Mail, for the twin purposes of providing a practical laboratory for students to learn journalism, media management and media research, and to act as a vehicle to produce a quality journalism product for the city of Grahamstown. 
Earlier, in 1995, I initiated the New Media Lab (NML), and in 1996, I was responsible for facilitating what seems to be the first online South African scholar newspaper (“Grab”, including the first use of the IsiXhosa language online), along with the country’s first online publication of a student magazine. (http://grab.ru.ac.za/). I further initiated a project web site for journalism trainers in southern Africa.

· Staff development:

In my capacity at Rhodes, I have helped arrange for staff to attend international media conferences in Reunion, Melbourne, New York and San Francisco as well as numerous local conferences. Over the years, I have also overseen lecturer and student exchanges with Capilano College in Canada, Stockholm University in Sweden and the Hogeschool Utrecht in the Netherlands. Under my leadership at Rhodes, approximately 14 staff and senior students visited the University of Norkopping in Sweden in 2002-5. I have personally attended a large number of conferences and courses relevant to journalism and journalism training, and been responsible for initiating conferences of journalism teachers in 1994, 2004 and 2005. (http://journ.ru.ac.za/j-schools/papers /sanef1.html;  http://journ.ru.ac.za/colloquium). The momentum of these colloquia continued in 2007 and 2008.
In 2005, the expansion of the Rhodes journalism program under my leadership led  to the conversion of what had been a “Department” into a “School”, representing Rhodes University’s recognition of the growth and complexity of the facility. 
· Curriculum Development:

The number of specialisation options at Rhodes has been expanded with my encouragement. These have grown to include writing, design, photojournalism, radio, TV and New Media. In 2009 the School will offer eight fully-operating degree programmes, compared to three when I arrived in 1994. My general thrust has been to seek balance and integration between theory and practice-related courses, as well as between internal and outreach activities. 
In addition, I have been the initiating energy behind courses in Arts and Culture Journalism, Media Leadership and Training, African Media Debates, Economic Journalism, Investigative Journalism, a Masters Degree coursework-and-thesis programme, and various Internet-related programmes.  

· Facilities and resource centres: 

As head at Rhodes, I led the conceptualising and fundraising to consolidate the spatially fragmented components of the School into a new home called the  Africa Media Matrix. This impressive three-storey building and its linked educational and outreach programmes came on stream in 2006. It is a state-of-the-art teaching and learning facility, featuring cutting-edge technology and vibrant media exhibits.
6.2 Fundraising

I fundraised almost R7m (US$1m) towards the direct costs of the Africa Media Matrix building. In addition, I secured donations of R3m (US$.5m) to buy the Grocott’s Mail. I raised the same sum in sponsorship to set up the New Media Lab, and again the same amount to start the Sol Plaatje Institute. Over the years, I have also raised more than R25m (US$4m) to set up sponsored Chairs and other positions in the School. 

In addition, I have led the relationship-building which currently brings in more than R20m (US3.5m) per annum to resource the many activities of the School. For example, in 2003, and again in 2004, I fundraised for and initiated a co-ordinated approach to student learning by means of coverage of the South African National Arts Festival on multiple media platforms (see http://cue.ru.ac.za/). In 2004 I fundraised for another website, produced by senior design students that covered ten years of telecoms in South Africa. In 2005, I secured funding for development of an open-source Enterprise Management System for small newspapers, and for online courses on ICT journalism. In 2006, I secured funding from USAID for courses in investigative journalism. 
Under my auspices, substantial new equipment has been acquired by the School through university allocations and private sector fund‑raising. Among other achievements, I led processes that secured donations of five PowerMac computers, 60 second-hand PCs, and 40 new PCs with live Reuters feeds to them in the 2001-3 period. In 2008, I negotiated the use of 16 HD television cameras from the SABC. 

The Biko Bursary Fund for disadvantaged students seeking to study journalism, which was defunct in 1994, was revived by me. By 2006 it had drawn more than R2m (US$.6m) in donations. Since then, I have secured numerous scholarships from the Media Advertising Printing Publishing Packaging Sector Education and Training Authority, Belgian Development Aid, MTN, UNESCO and School alumni, at an estimated value of R20m (US$3m). I also successfully fundraised over many years for the Biko Media Week competition, promoting journalism careers amongst school learners, and for the Vulindlela programme which provided summer and winter school support for disadvantaged students.  

In 2002, I raised resources for 10 students and journalists to cover the launch of the African Union in Durban. The following year, I secured funding for five journalists and five students to travel to Geneva to report from the UN's World Summit on the Information Society. These activities gave rise to a project called the “Highway Africa News Agency” which today continues similar, as well as additional, activities.
The wider Highway Africa project at the Rhodes School commenced as a conference in 1996, and has become an annual event ever since. Over the years I have helped fundraise for the average R3m ($US425 000) p.a. budget for this gathering, as well as more funding for capacity to manage the project and its many sub-projects. In its first year, the conference attracted some 50 participants. Last year more than 730 people attended from 42 countries (mostly in Africa), making it the largest annual gathering of African journalists and educators on the continent.
In 2008, I co-ordinated a community news proposal named “Ziyafika – The news is coming” which won a R4m grant (US$.63m) in the Knight Foundation News Challenge. I raised the equivalent amount of money from MTN for a Chair of Media and Mobile Communications to co-ordinate the project which commenced in 2008.
6.3 Promoting the School Profile:

In my role as an ambassador for the School, I have travelled extensively and developed connections with an immense range of people. This has been amplified by extensive personal work in distributing School publications and by securing significant coverage for our efforts in the mainstream media.

I can also claim credit for many of the numerous visitors who have passed through the School, including five annual council meetings of the SA National Editors Forum being convened at the University.

An annual award for Courageous Journalism was initiated under my leadership in the early period of South African democracy, and it continued for seven years thereafter. I also initiated a major international conference on Freedom of Information in 1995, which attracted significant attention (including an address by the country’s then-deputy president Thabo Mbeki). 

Successful staging of Highway Africa over the years, in which I have been centrally involved, has made this event the world’s biggest annual gathering of African journalists. Details are evident on the website: www.highwayafrica.com.  I brokered a partnership in 2003 with the public broadcaster, SABC, to co-host the event, which generates enormous coverage for the event. In 2008, the conference exposed more than 730 participants to the debates and training around new media, and to Rhodes intellectual resources and study opportunities. 
6.4 Media advocacy

Since in 1997, I have led staff at the School in contributing to media policy matters as well as serving individually as a public intellectual. Among my early activities in this regard during the vital post-apartheid media transformation era were: 
· Presenting a 1997 paper at a workshop of the Portfolio Committee on Communications of the National Parliament, dealing with foreign ownership of the press. 
· Serving as a member of the 1997 Stakeholders Team drafting the Green Paper and later the White Paper on Broadcasting, 
· Drafting a report for the Independent Media Diversity Trust on sustainable media.  
· Delivering for the second year running in 2003, an input at an East Cape provincial parliament media seminar. 
I have continued to work individually, or with colleagues in academia and industry, and have compiled ten policy submissions to the South African parliament and other bodies on media and freedom of expression matters. (Details are supplied within later sections in this document.) 

6.5 Leading in Outreach

The School during my headship has engaged in numerous community and industry training programmes, many of which I have initiated or raised resources towards. One was “Grab”, a schools-outreach media skills programme that is now named after the murdered anti-apartheid activist and former journalist, Steve Bantu Biko. 
Another is short courses for senior journalists from around southern Africa. In 1995, a managed a training workshop for the investigative journalism programme, Carte Blanche (in Mbabane, Swaziland). I also oversaw a leadership training programme for Independent Newspapers. Between 1997 and 2002, I oversaw 12 short-courses for senior journalists from SA Development Community countries. These services are now delivered by the Sol Plaatje Institute for Media Leadership, which I set up specifically for this purpose. In 1999, I initiated and co-ordinated a part-time MA programme designed to cater to working journalists. I have continued to personally teach sessions to media practitioners within the MA and on many of the short courses.

Capacitating government communicators has been another area in which I have contributed. In 1996/7, I taught government communications at five workshops with a total of 60 senior civil servants in Bisho, South Africa, and a group of 20 civil servants from the Western District Council of the Eastern Cape province in South Africa. I have also contributed to the standards-generating process of the Government Communications and Information Service (GCIS).  In 2007, I was appointed to a team to review the GCIS and continued this work through 2008. 
6.6 Previous leadership roles - 1991‑4: 

Under my editorship at South, I succeeded in arranging numerous scholarships for staff to attend training programmes both in South Africa and abroad. These included newspaper and broadcast training in the UK, design training in Sweden, newsroom management and advertising training in the USA, electoral reporting in Germany, development reporting in Namibia and news reporting in Zambia. Sponsors ranged from the US Information Service, Expressen newspaper in Stockholm, the Poynter Institute, the British Council, the Thompson Foundation, the Commonwealth, and the German embassy in South Africa. 

6.7 Teaching experience:

My teaching while at Rhodes, both on degree programmes and in short courses targeting industry, has been wide-ranging. It has covered: Media policy; South Africa media history; Writing; Media leadership and pedagogy; African media debates, Investigative journalism, media leadership, and ICT journalism. 

In earlier years, I supervised South’s 12‑month "Vukani journalism for beginners" programme, which included four trainee interns in 1991, five in 1992 and six in 1993.  In addition, I designed a programme for a one year training course, titled “Financial Journalism and the New South Africa”, a module of which was implemented with South interns during 1993. 

During 1990‑1, as Editor at New Era and South, I conducted on‑the‑job training and contributed to annual training courses arranged by the South Africa Students’ Press Union over a three year period. From 1985 to 1990, I was a media skills instructor at the Community Copy Art media centre, London. In 1989/90, I was part of a journalists' consultancy group which undertook critical assessments of several South African publications. In the years from 1983 to 1985, I was Training Officer at the Media and Resources Services community media centre, Johannesburg.

Back in 1980, I was appointed as a junior lecturer in Journalism (Rhodes University). The previous two years, I served as a Tutor in Political Studies (Rhodes University).

7. PROFESSIONAL INVOLVEMENT: 

I have been an active member of the SA National Editors Forum (SANEF) since its inception in 1996, and have served on the council of the body ever since. In 2002, I was elected as deputy chairperson of the organisation, and was re-elected in 2003.  In 2008, I was nominated as Eastern Cape regional convenor. On commission from SANEF, I co-edited a handbook for editors in 2008 titled “The Extraordinary Editor”, http://www.sanef.org.za/books/910528.htm 

Other work for SANEF includes:

· 2008. Produced draft “Charter of rights and responsibilities” spelling out protocols for policy and press at crime scenes, accidents, disasters and demonstrations. http://nml.ru.ac.za/blog/guy-berger/2008/02/20/r-r-police-and-press.html
· 2008. Co-drafted submission to parliament on the Broadcasting Act amendment bill. http://guyberger.ru.ac.za/fulltext/sanefbill.doc
· 2007. Developed draft position paper for SANEF submission to Ministerial Inquiry into Intelligence Agencies. “No spying on journalists, no journalists as spies”. http://guyberger.ru.ac.za/fulltext/Draft%20ideas%20for%20Sanef%20submission%20to%20Inquiry%20into%20Intelligence%20Agencies.doc
· 2007. Co-developed (with Jeanne Prinsloo) SANEF position paper to Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Communications concerning Film & Publications Amendment Bill. “From thinking Protection, to emphasising Preparation”. http://guyberger.ru.ac.za/fulltext/The%20media%20context%20of%20children.doc
· 2004. Produced “SANEF Guidelines on 'Confidential briefings and sources’”; www.sanef.org.za/ethics_codes/sanef/.

· 2004. Making an intervention on poverty: what we can do. Paper prepared for SANEF Council, Durban, 30 May. http://guyberger.ru.ac.za/fulltext/sanefpoverty.doc
· 2003: Compiled first draft of submission by SA National Editors Forum on SABC's draft editorial policies. http://guyberger.ru.ac.za/fulltext/SanefonSABCpolicies.doc
· 2002. Participant in direct submission to the Portfolio Commitee on Communications on the Broadcasting Amendment Bill, 19 September. http://guyberger.ru.ac.za/fulltext/sanefbill.doc

· 2002. Compiled document The SA National Editors Forum Comments on the MDDA bill, which was submitted to the Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Communications. http://guyberger.ru.ac.za/fulltext/mddacommentssanef.doc

· 2002. (With Andrew Kanyegerire) Wrote discussion paper titled What are the media preconditions for an election to qualify as being "free and fair"?  24 February 2002 http://guyberger.ru.ac.za/Research/Democracy/election.htm 
In 2007, the South African parliament appointed me, for a three-year term, to the board of the Media Development and Diversity Agency, which is a partnership between government and the media industry. The MDDA supports small-scale media initiatives in South Africa with grants, research and capacity-building. 

I have continued as Chair of the board of David Rabkin Project for Experiential Journalism Training, publishers of Grocott’s Mail through 2004 to 2009.

From 1998 - 2000, I served as a director of the National Electronic Media Institute of South Africa, a facility set up by the South African government’s Department of Communications to address training backlogs in broadcast and new media.

From 1994-1997, I was a trustee of the Eastern Cape News Agency. In 1995 I served as a member of the Radio Advisory Board of the Open Society Foundation, and in 1996 I was shortlisted to the board of the SABC.

These involvements are reinforced by frequent phone-calls that I receive from working journalists seeking advice about ethical and other professional challenges. As convenor of the prestigious Mondi-Shanduka Newspaper Journalism Awards (now for the 8th consecutive year in 2009), the tradition is that I deliver the keynote speech at the annual prize-giving ceremony about current strengths and weaknesses in the profession. 
8. RESEARCH EXPERIENCE:
My research interests are: Media coverage of poverty, Multi-media and new media issues, Information Society and Media policy issues, Journalism Education and the Impact of Media Training, South Africa's Alternative Press, African Media and Democracy, Freedom of Information legislation, Race and the Media, Media Development. 

I have published widely in these areas as the publications list later in this document will attest.

Research enterprise: 
2006-2007: Managed a project for UNESCO mapping journalism-training facilities in Anglophone and Lusophone African countries. http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=24846&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
2006. Oversaw a major survey on the media landscape in five Southern African countries as part of the BBC World Service Trust project  “African Media Development Initiative”. http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/trust/specials/1552_trust_amdi/index.shtml
2005-2007. Managed a project (by MA students) into knowledge management in newsrooms. Oversaw a project for UNESCO reviewing media law in ten African countries.  Published as Media Legislation in Africa – a comparative legal survey, and online at: http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=25478&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
2004. Designed and fundraised for two research projects – one for the NGO “Catalysing Access to ICTs in Africa” (Catia)  on the coverage of ICT policy issues in six African countries, and one for the International Development Research Centre on the use of ICTs in eight southern African newsrooms. These resulted in two books:

From the margins to mainstream: African ICT reporting comes of age, and Absent Voices, Missed Opportunities. Media silence on ICT policy issues in six African countries (details in section 10.1 below)
2003. Initiated a joint research programme into media representation of poverty with the Media Monitoring Project, a Johannesburg-based NGO.  This information was incorporated into a presentation to the SA National Editors Forum and various articles (see below)
2002. Oversaw research into software used by Southern African media. Formerly online at: www.highwayafrica.ru.ac.za/archive/2003/TECH%20SURVEY%20DATA.XLS).
2001. Researched media and democracy; impact assessment for short courses; convergence; and journalism school accreditation systems, under the auspices of Fulbright African Research Fellowship and associated project: “African Journalism Training in an Age of Globalisation and the Internet”. This resulted in various outputs, including the journal article Theorizing the media-democracy relationship in Southern Africa, and the books Configuring convergence: southern African websites looking at American experience, plus It’s the training that did it (details below).
2000 – 2001. Investigated media websites in the Southern African Development Community as a research project funded by the South African National Research Foundation. This resulted in a report titled Hanging in and holding out: struggles of SADC news websites. Grahamstown: Rhodes University New Media Lab. Online at: http://guyberger.ru.ac.za/Research/New%20Media/sadcsites.htm
1998. Supervised research survey into editorial training needs in SADC journalism, conducted by Peter du Toit, and sponsored by the Nordic SADC journalism centre. Report titled: “Media Management 2000: Exploring training needs of editors in the countries of Southern African Development Community (SADC)”. http://guyberger.ru.ac.za/fulltext/nsjpdtrpt.doc

1997. Surveyed the key journalism teaching institutions in South Africa to compare their curriculum, staff-student ratios, race and gender components, and views on relations with the media industry and the National Qualifications Framework. (Report available at: http://guyberger.ru.ac.za/fulltext/INDEJRN1.doc) 

1995/6. Researched computer‑aided journalism in preparation for training programmes involving working journalists and students. The end result was the publication: The internet: a goldmine for editors and reporters, available at: http://guyberger.ru.ac.za/fulltext/Goldmine.htm


1995: Research conducted for Deputy President's conference: At the request of the then office of Thabo Mbeki, I researched the state of government communications globally, and presented a paper on the result at a conference on the topic held in Arniston, South Africa. http://guyberger.ru.ac.za/fulltext/arniston.htm
1995: Oversaw research team commissioned by Independent Broadcast Authority (precursor to the Independent Communications Authority of South Africa): I led a team of journalism staffers and a dedicated researcher investigating the state of cross‑ownership in broadcasting around the world, as commissioned by the IBA.

1993: Constructed South reader profile by initiating and overseeing readership research by South newspaper, in conjunction with the Human Sciences Research Council.

1990: Drew up report titled "Southbound: proposals for SOUTH's market niche". This research, commissioned by the newspaper before I became editor, required formulation of hypotheses, design of a questionnaire and personal interviews with 30 stakeholders in the newspaper and community opinion‑leaders.  

1988: I conducted detailed historical and contemporary research into political imprisonment in South Africa on behalf of the International Defence and Aid Fund in London.  This involved literature and press clippings research as well as numerous personal interviews. 

1984: Assisted in research design for United Democratic Front: I assisted UDF civic affiliates in planning and executing an opinion poll survey of Soweto voter attitudes to elections for newly‑created black local authorities. 

1980: Researched for Honours dissertation (Communication): Done while I was jailed as a political prisoner, this dissertation was challenged by limitations on new materials allowed into the prison. It entailed enforced reliance on an eclectic collection of materials accumulated by political prisoners over 20 years. 

1979 ‑ 1980: Researched for Masters degree (later incorporated in part into PhD):

This entailed extensive literature surveys, plus numerous fieldwork interviews with agriculture officials and farmers in the then Ciskei bantustan.

1978: Researched for Honours dissertation (Political Studies): 

This entailed an extensive literature survey.

9. POST-GRADUATE RESEARCH THESES SUPERVISED:
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Venter, E. 2004. The safety of journalists: An assessment of the origins and implementation of policy at international television news agencies APTN and RTV. 
Kaheru, H. 2003. Does reporting on the environmental affect policy? A case study of New Vision’s coverage of Nakivubo Channel Rehabilitation Project. 
Kisuke, C. 2003. An investigation of the role of news values in the selection of news sources in a contemporary Third World newspaper: A case study of the Daily Nation newspaper.

Dlamini, T. 2002. Whither state, private or public service broadcasting? An analysis of the construction of news on ZBC-TV during the 2002 Presidential Election campaign in Zimbabwe. 

Lazaro, A. 1999. An informed community’s perception of the impact of digital technology on the credibility of news photography. 
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McComb, R. V.1997. Newspapers in education programmes and South African youth: a survey of the relationship between South African school-goers and newspapers in Esikhawini, Kwazulu-Natal.
Heuva, W. E. 1996. The alternative press in Namibia, 1960-1990.

Caldwell, M. A.  1996. Struggle in discourse: the International's discourse against racism in the labour movement in South Africa (1915-1919).  

O'Dowd, C. F. 1996. An examination of the factors underlying decision-making about selection and presentation of photographs of political conflict in South African newspapers.
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173. 1996: Presentation to Comtask on Ownership of the Press. Research report for government Task Group into Government Communications, Johannesburg, 1 July.

174. 1996: The Internet: a Goldmine for Editors and Journalists. Paper presented to third conference of World Editors Forum titled Back to Basics, Washington, May 1996. (Published as New Media Lab, occasional publication no. 1; abridged version published in Rhodes Journalism Review, 11, 1996; also published at http://guyberger.ru.ac.za/fulltext/Goldmine.htm


175. 1996: Appropriate curriculum design for teaching journalism. Paper presented at conference "Developments in Higher Education", Johannesburg, May 1996. http://guyberger.ru.ac.za/Research/Journalism%20education/curricjrn.htm
176. 1995: Grahamstown Community River, keynote address to launch of Grahamstown Community Radio, 4 November. http://guyberger.ru.ac.za/Research/Alternative%20media/comradio.htm 

177. 1995: Developers and Communication in South Africa, a paper presented at the training course on 'Managing Development in the New South Africa' organised by the Development Bank of Southern Africa, 3rd October. 

178. http://guyberger.ru.ac.za/Research/Alternative%20media/devtcoms.htm
179. 1994: Challenges facing the community newspapers. Speech at the launch of Nemato Voice, Port Alfred. November.
180. 1994: Defining Development and Development Media, speech to East Cape News Agency workshop, 15 ‑17 May. 

181. 1993: Community Newspapers. Paper presented on behalf of South, Saamstaan, Namakwanuus, Media Trainers Forum, Media Training and Development Trust and Peninsula Technikon Journalism Department, at conference titled “Developing Community Newspapers”, organised by the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, Johannesburg. 7-8 October.

182. 1993:  Political Intolerance and the Media. Paper delivered to conference organised by the Institute for a Democratic Alternative in SA (Idasa); the Institute for Multiparty Democracy (MPD) and the United Nations Special Committee Against Apartheid, Somerset West. July.
183. 1993: The challenge of the Independent Media Diversity Trust.  Speech at the launch of the IMDT, Johannesburg. August.

184. 1993: Good Governance and the Role of the Media. Paper delivered to Democracy and Good Governance Workshop, Stellenbosch, University of Western Cape. Published in proceedings of the conference. 13 August. 

185. 1993: What future for the Alternative Press? Paper presented to Rhodes University Winter School. June.
186. 1993:  What criteria for measuring media diversity? Paper delivered at policy consultation of the Independent Media Diversity Trust, Johannesburg. 14 June. http://guyberger.ru.ac.za/fulltext/What%20criteria%20for%20measuring%20diversity.doc
187. 1993:  "Princess Di and the Principle of Diversity". Speech delivered at a briefing of diplomats on the Independent Media Diversity Trust, Cape Town, 20 February. 

188. 1993: De‑linking development and democracy: implications for press freedom in Southern Africa. Paper delivered at Making Media Work conference, Rhodes University, Grahamstown.

189. 1993: The small town press and the changing South Africa. Paper written for Provincial Press Publishers Association conference, Langebaan, West Cape. 

190. 1992: Freedom of information and the mass media. Paper delivered to annual conference of the Library and Information Workers Organisation, Peninsula Technikon, Cape Town. 26 September.
191. 1992: The role of student newspapers Speech to SA Students Press Union training course, University of Cape Town. September.
192. 1992: Training for Transformation: Journalism in the 1990s. Paper delivered to South and Southern African Media seminar organised by the Nieman Foundation and the African‑American Institute, Johannesburg. July.
193. 1992: The promise of the present press: scenarios for the 90s. Paper presented to Media and Democracy seminar, Rhodes University, Grahamstown. 10 April.
194. 1992: Journalism and Ethics. Speech to SA Students Press Union training course, University of Western Cape. March.
195. 1991: Freedom of Speech and the Press in a Changing South Africa. Paper presented at Sowetan Press Freedom Seminar, Johannesburg. 19 October.
196. 1991: What is alternative about the alternative press? Paper delivered at University of Cape Town African Studies seminar August, 6; published in Centre for African Studies newsletter, 18 October.

12. OTHER CONFERENCES AND PROGRAMMES ATTENDED:

I have attended every Highway Africa conference since its inception in 1996. Other events not cited elsewhere in this CV are reported below:
2008. The future of civic media. Knight News Challenge Winners Conference at MIT, Boston. June 11-13.

2008. Interactive Media Conference. Las Vegas. 14-15 May. 

2007. Invited expert to Africa Media Initiative workshop, Mount Grace Hotel, Johannesburg, 1-2 December. 

2007. Invited expert to UNESCO consultation on Media Development Indicators, Paris, 10-11 December.

2007. Visiting scholar, School of Journalism and Communication, University of Queensland, Australia (two months).

2007. Visiting guest lecturer, Tampere University, School of 21-23 September, 2007.

2007. Launch of African Media Development Initiative report. Nairobi, Kenya. 15 January. 
2006: Conference titled “Point of convergence 2”. Convened by LINK Centre and the Mandela Institute, Wits University, Johannesburg. 30 November

2006: SABC-SA National Editors Forum conference on “Media and Society: Gender and Media in South Africa”. 18 – 19 October, Sandton. 

2006: Conference titled “Point of convergence. A Law, Economics, and Regulation workshop on the Challenges of Convergence: new technologies, policies and regulations under the Electronic Communications Act 2005”. Convened by LINK Centre and the Mandela Institute, Wits University, Johannesburg. 5 October. 
2006: Africa Media Development Initiative, Technical Workshop, convened by BBC World Service Trust, Nairobi, Kenya, 28-29 September.
2006: Second Workshop on Evaluating Journalism Education and Training at Tertiary Institutions - developing a methodology for Southern Africa. Rhodes University, Grahamstown. 8 September.  

2006: African Media Development Initiative (AMDI) workshop on Strengthening Africa’s Private Independent Media, Johannesburg, 19-20 June.
2006: Asia Media Summit 2005. May 9 - 11, 2005, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

2006: Conference on Broadcasting Reforms, convened by Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, Southern African Broadcasters Association, and Media Institute of Southern Africa. Maputo, 13-16 August.
2006: Brainstorming Meeting: Future and options for state-owned newspapers and news agencies, convened by Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung.16-18 June, Magaliesberg, Gauteng.
2005. World Summit on the Information Society, Tunis, November 15. 

2005.  CNN-MultiChoice African journalism awards. 25 June 2005. Nairobi, Kenya.
2005. What to do with state controlled print media? – A brainstorming exercise, convened by Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung. 27 - 29 May, Knorhoek Guesthouse, Stellenbosch.
2005. African Media Development Facility Meeting, arranged by BBC World Service Trust and Reuters Foundation, Hotel Meridien, Dakar, Senegal
Wednesday, May 4th, 2005.

2005: Workshop on Evaluating Journalism Education and Training at Tertiary Institutions - developing a methodology for Southern Africa. Rhodes University, Grahamstown 12 June 2005. 

2004. African Economic Editors Forum, Johannesburg, 6-8 December. 
2004. The Role and Place of the Media in the Information Society in Africa and the Arab Region, Conference convened by Orbicom. Marrakech, Morocco. 22-24 November.
2004. Africa Telecom. Convened by the International Telecommunications Union. Cairo, May 1-8.

2003. African Economic Editors Forum, Johannesburg, 26-30 October. 
2003: Networking Africa's future: lessons of empowerment from communities.  KwaMaritame, Pilanesberg. April.
2002: Roundtable: Building Civil Society with Sustainable Media: Models and Options, Sanur, Bali. Sept 9-12, Aspen Institute.
2001: Freedom Forum First Amendment Online conference. New York, March. 

2001: Before the Fall. Conference on New Media, University of Berkeley, California, March 22.

2000. African Studies Association annual conference, Nashville, November.
2000. Independent Broadcasting Authority workshop on elections and media; Johannesburg, January.

1999. The role of the media in elections. Electoral Institute of South Africa, Country Club, Johannesburg, 26 February.

1998. Economics Journalism for Trainers. Economic Development Institute, World Bank. Nairobi, Kenya. 14-18 December. 

1998. Reporting Africa: return to the agenda. Centre for Journalism Studies, University of Wales, Cardiff. November.

1998: Technology and the Future of African Media. Discussion forum. The Freedom Forum African Center, Johannesburg, 16 November

1998: Commonwealth Press Union Editors Forum, Universiti Sains Malaysia, School of Communication, 21 October.

1998: Towards the New Millennium - New Challenges for Public Broadcasting. 30 September - 2 October. France: Biarritz. 
1997: Second World Television Forum, United Nations, New York, 19 November.

1997: The Sustainability of Independent Media in Southern Africa, the Media Institute of Southern Africa (MISA), Victoria Falls, October.

1997: The Truth and Reconciliation Commission and Human Rights Journalism in South Africa, Applied Broadcasting Centre, Johannesburg, 3 October. 

1997: Media, Truth and Reconciliation: A workshop for journalists covering the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, organised by the Media Peace Centre, January 31 to February 1, 1997, Cape Town.

1996: The Open Democracy Bill: Central Controversies, conference held by Freedom of Expression Institute, Marula Lodge, Northern Province.
1996: International Press Institute annual conference, Jerusalem.
1996: FIEJ and World Editors Forum conferences, Washington

1996: Association of Alternative Newsweeklies conference; Salt Lake City. 

1995: Poynter Institute course for Journalism Trainers. 

1995: Freedom of information conference, Grahamstown, February. 

1995: Stockholm ‑ University of Stockholm visit and presentation on South African media. 

1995: Paris ‑ World Newspaper Congress (FIEJ)

1995: Cote d'Ivoire‑ Launch of Resarec (African Development Communications Research and Training Network)

1993: FIEJ (WAN) conference, Berlin. 

1993: Newspaper Press Union annual conference, Cape Town.

1992: Newspaper Press Union annual conference, Manzini (Swaziland)

1992: International Press Institute annual conference, Budapest

1992: FIEJ (WAN) annual conference, Prague

1992: The Alternative Press, Seminar at the Poynter Institute, Florida

1992: Training trainers inaugural workshop of the Institute for the Advancement of Journalism (University of the Witwatersrand) 

13. CONSULTANCIES & OTHER ACTIVITIES:
2008. Consultant on Freedom House’s Index of Global Internet Freedom as applied to two African countries.
2007. Reviewer for Open Society Institute of report titled “Meeting Their Mandates? An Assessment and Analysis of the South African Media and ICT Statutory and Public Interest Bodies.” Section: “SABC News in review”. 
2006: Advisor to Commission on Investigation into SABC’s alleged “blacklisting” of expert commentators.

2005: Co-commissioner on SABC inquiry into non-showing of TV footage of disruption of rally addressed by deputy president.

2005: Conducted an evaluation for Thompson Foundation of its training provided to Botswana TV.
2005: Co-wrote (with Robert Brand) an expert opinion on the protection of journalists’ confidential sources in the case of Imvume Ltd. V Mail&Guardian.
1998: Impact assessment of training activities of Nordic SADC Journalism Centre. This consultancy project entailed research interviews with trainees in five SADC countries. 

1995: Research for Swedish International Development Agency (Sida):

On commission from Sida, I researched many of the media projects in South Africa that were funded from Sweden in 1992‑1994, and made recommendations for that country's future media support policies in South Africa.

14. OTHER INTERESTS
Reading, bird watching, hiking, poetry, origami. 
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