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Journalism and Media Studies 3 and PG Dip
Term 3
2004   Course information: Media Policy
Lecture times:
Tuesdays 14:15

Fridays    14:15  

Lecturers:

Professor Guy Berger

(046) 622-9720

g.berger@ru.ac.za

Ms Carol Christie

(046) 603-8338

c.l.christie@ru.ac.za

Media Policy:

A great deal of policy (including media policy) has been revised and developed in South Africa in the last decade.  This course examines the internal and external policy environments in which journalists operate.  It focuses on broadcast (using the SABC as an example) and print (with Grocott’s Mail as our example).  It considers key policies that affect journalists, and how these emerge and make an impact (or not).  Teaching/learning methods include lectures, student presentations, research and guest lecturers.

Course Requirements:

· Attendance at two double lectures a week

· A report on media policy relating to the 2004 SA election (April vac exercise)

· The following assignments relating to the development of policy for 

Grocott’s Mail:

· A critique of the 2003 policy proposals

· An analysis of existing ‘embedded’ policy in Grocott’s Mail 

· A report in which revised policy for Grocott’s Mail is proposed

· An essay on the SABC policy process

· An examination

Course Outcomes:
On completing this course, you should be able to:

· define policy in terms of different perspectives

· pinpoint key policy issues concerning broadcast regulation in South Africa

· analyse a number of policy issues in the SABC’s recent policy process
· outline key editorial policy issues for newspapers
· write a critical reflection on policy matters relating to Grocott’s Mail 

Assessment: 

The class work for this course adds up to 3% of your final mark for the year while the examination mark contributes 8% to your final mark.  Below is a summary of the various exercises through which you will be assessed and the percentage of your mark which they contribute. (Note for PG Dips: Pse consult your year co-ordinator for the weighting of this course in your total marks for the year).
1. A written group report that proposes (revised) policy for Grocott’s Mail in a selected area.  It should include the individual work of group members with regard to the critique of the 2003 proposals and the content analysis of embedded policy.  (Submit 10 September.)  40% of your class mark

2. PowerPoint presentations of a summary of your group’s proposed policy for Grocott’s Mail.  10% of your class mark

3. An (individual) essay to be submitted on 7 September that addresses the following question:

“What does policy theory tell us about SABC’s policy process?”

In answering this question you should compare the SABC’s draft and final policies and use the theoretical material you have gained access to in this course.

The essay must be presented in accordance with the guidelines in the Student Handbook for 2004. 

As regards your election policy research report, if satisfactory, it will contribute an extra 5% to your mark for the essay.  The total mark will contribute 50% to your class mark for this course.  

4. 50% of the November examination (two essays)

Assessment Criteria:

In your class presentations, assignments and examination, you will be assessed in terms of your ability to:

· describe, discuss and reflect critically on key concerns in media policy in South Africa  

· present your policy process and final proposals in a coherent and well-structured manner

· adhere to Departmental style requirements

Excellence will be assessed according to the originality, clarity, thoughtfulness and logic of your work. 

Course Outline:

	Tuesday, 27 July (GB)
	Friday, 30 July (CC)

	Introduction. Overview of course. What is (media) policy? How does it relate to law and regulation, technology, politics, power, institutions and research?
	Continuation from Tuesday.  Election policy.  Be prepared to discuss election policy report.



	Tuesday, 3 August (GB)
	Friday, 6 August (CC)

	The media policy landscape. Policy drivers: the state, business, civil society and media. 

The SA broadcast policy landscape. Background to the SABC policy process
	Grocott’s Mail: 

background 

guests 

2003 policy research

Allocation of research groups

	Tuesday, 10 August (Guest lecturer)
	Friday, 13 August (CC)

	Lara Kantor, head of policy at SABC


	How does one assess and critique policy? Pooling lessons, setting criteria for revising policy.  Be prepared to report on your critique of J3’s 2003 Grocott’s policy drafts.

	Tuesday, 16 August (Guest lecturer)
	Friday, 20 August 

	SABC board member, Thami Mazwai, who is also founder and CEO of Mafube publishing (Enterprise, Sawubona) 
	Grocott’s Mail embedded policy? 

Be prepared to report on your content analysis of Grocott’s Mail.

	Tuesday, 24 August (Guest lecturer)
	Friday, 27 August

	SABC Regional Editor Radio and TV, Eastern Cape, Deirdre Uren
	Group presentations of revised policy for Grocott’s Mail

	Tuesday, 31 August (Guest lecturer)
	Friday, 3 September

	SABC guest
	Group presentations continued 

	Tuesday, 7 September
	Friday, 10 September

	Broadcast and SABC policy: summing up 


	Evaluation, Exam preparation 

Submit SABC policy essay.


Areas of Focus for Grocott’s Mail Editorial Policy Research:

The work done by students in this course in 2003 can be found on Professor Berger’s website. http://journ.ru.ac.za/staff/guy/Teaching/Policy/j3projx03/projects.htm
You must form groups of not more than eight and select one area in which to propose revised policy for Grocott’s Mail. Sign up on the list on the J3 board.  The areas are:

Advertising

HIV/Aids 

Class and Poverty

Balanced Reporting

Digital Manipulation

Plagiarism

Environmental Coverage

Free Coverage for Good Causes

Ownership and Editorial Independence

Political Coverage

Race Coverage

Sexuality Coverage

Sexual Abuse Coverage

Religious Coverage

Gender Coverage

Source Diversity

Suicide

Monitoring and Compliance

Safety of journalists
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